
Comment Form — SAR to Amend NERC Standards Development Process Manual 
 

Note — This form is to be used to comment on the SAR initiated by the NERC Standards 
Authorization Committee to amend the NERC Standards Development Process Manual. 
  
 
Comments will be accepted from January 15, 2004–February 16, 2004. 

Please review the draft standard and answer the questions in the yellow 
boxes.  Send completed comment forms to sarcomm@nerc.com 
 
 
If you have questions, please call Tim Gallagher at 609-452-8060 or send a question to 
timg@nerc.com 

 
Key to Industry Segment #’s: 

1 – Trans. Owners 
2 – RTO’s, ISO’s, RRC’s 
3 – LSE’s 
4 – TDU’s 
5 - Generators 
6 - Brokers, Aggregators, and Marketers 
7 - Large Electricity End Users 
8 - Small Electricity Users 
9 - Federal, State, and Provincial 

Regulatory or other Govt. Entities 

SAR Commenter Information (For 
Individual Commenters) 

Name Alan Adamson 

Organization     New York State Reliability Council 

Industry Segment # 2 

Telephone (518) 355-1937  

E-mail aadamson@nycap.rr.com 
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Comment Form — SAR to Amend NERC Standards Development Process Manual 
 

SAR Commenter Information (For Groups Submitting Group Comments) 

Name of Group:    Group Representative:  
Representative Phone:  

List of Group Participants that Support These Comments: 

Name Company Industry Segment 
# 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Background: 
 
Currently, changes to the NERC standards process manual, which governs NERC’s standards 
development process, may only be accomplished via use of the process itself.  Namely, a SAR must be 
initiated, circulated for comment, and ultimately balloted by the Registered Ballot Body before any 
change can be made.  The SAC is concerned that requiring the ballot body to continually vote on 
procedural changes not fundamental to the process places an undo burden upon them and also has the 
potential to confuse the development of standards with revisions to the process.  In the SAR proposed by 
SAC, the SAC would have the authority to implement changes to the manual provided they do not impact 
the fundamental tenets of the process, as listed in the SAR.  Any changes initiated by the SAC in this 
manner would be publicly posted and all comments received would be disclosed to the NERC Board 
when they are asked to approve the changes. 
 
Fundamental changes to the process would still need to be accomplished via the SAR process. 
 
If this SAR is approved, the SAC will immediately begin collecting input regarding changes to the 
process manual that will improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the process. 
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1. Do you agree with the proposed changes to the standards process manual?  If you 
disagree, please list your objections in the space provided. 

 
 Yes  

 No  

Comments: Yes, the New York State Reliability Council (NYSRC) agrees with the concept 
of expediting changes to the Standards Development Process Manual, but we are concerned 
with how the SAC will make their notifications on the proposed changes.  In addition, the 
proposed revision does not state whether the first balloting is binding.  Also, there is no 
proposed wording to be added to describe the SAC subcommittee, its membership, and how 
members will be selected.  

The NYSRC also notes that wording in the two references below seems contradictory and 
preclusive of any further changes being made to the Process Manual.  

From the “Background” section above; 
Fundamental changes to the process would still need to be accomplished via the SAR process. 
 
             From the “Brief Description” section of the SAR: 
 
      The SAC has utilized the SAR process to make this request as required, but if it is      
approved by the industry, this would be the last time a process manual change would be 
initiated via a SAR. 
 
             

2. After reviewing the proposed modification to the manual, do you have any suggested 
revisions to the text developed by the SAC? 

 Yes  

 No  

Comments: The NYSRC suggests a clarification of how an entity would submit a request to 
change a fundamental non-tenet of the process, e.g., SAR, e-mail, telephone?  
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