Comment Form: Proposed Transmission System Vegetation Management Standard


Background:

This standard is intended to improve the reliability of the electric transmission system by eliminating transmission outages caused by vegetation located on transmission rights-of-way (ROW) and minimizing outages caused by vegetation located adjacent to ROW, maintaining safe clearances between transmission lines and vegetation on and along transmission rights-of-way.  This standard will also provide for uniform reporting of vegetation-related outages to the Regions and to NERC so that Planning Authorities and Reliability Authorities may measure the impact of vegetation-related outages on the reliability of the interconnected electric transmission systems.  Each program is to be designed for the geographical area and specific design configurations of the transmission owner’s system.  

The “Transmission System Vegetation Management” SAR was developed by the Vegetation Management Task Force of the NERC Planning Committee’s Transmission Issues Subcommittee and was posted for comment during the period May 20 and July 2, 2004.  The SAR was approved by the SAC on November 12, 2004, to be moved to standard development.  Additionally on November 12, 2004, the SAC approved the draft version of the proposed Vegetation Management Standard to be posted with an “executive summary” of the issues raised by the SAR posting and the resolution to each of these issues as adopted by the Vegetation Management Task Force.  The subject document is the first posting of the proposed standard for 45-day (January 3, 2005 through February 18, 2005) review and comment.  This version, the posting of the proposed standard, has incorporated the industry comments received from the initial posting of the SAR.  The purpose of this comment form is to judge the level of consensus and to obtain industry reaction to the Proposed Transmission System Vegetation Standard.

Please review the SAR and the accompanying executive summary, as well as, the proposed Transmission System Vegetation Management Standards posted on the NERC website and complete this Comment Form to provide feedback to the Standard Drafting Team on the proposed standards.



	Commenter Information (For Individual Commenters)

	Name:
T. Pappas
Organization:     New York State Reliability Council
Industry Segment #: 2
Telephone: 516-545-4011
E-mail: tpappas@service.lipower.org

	STD Commenter Information (For Groups Submitting Group Comments)

	Name of Group:      
	Group Chair:     Chair Phone:                       Chair Email:       

	List of Group Participants that Support These Comments:
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Please Review the Proposed Standard and Answer the Following Questions

Insert a “check’ mark in the appropriate boxes by double-clicking the gray areas.

1. Do you agree that there is a need for a transmission system vegetation management standard?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:     
2. Do you support the requirements in these standards?  If you do not support the requirements in these standards, please provide additional comment.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:Yes with exceptions.  See question 7 below
3. Do you agree with the definitions associated with these standards?  If you do not agree with the definitions in these standards, please provide additional comment.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
4. Do you believe there are any additional requirements, that have not been included, that would appropriately be included with these proposed standards?  If you do believe there are additional requirements that should be included, please provide additional detail.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments: FAC-003-1 R4: Add a requirement that the TO shall identify all areas where proper vegetation management cannot be completed due to legal/regulatory reasons.
5. How would you recommend this transmission vegetation management standard be implemented after approval?
Comments: It should be phased in over a period of time.  Especially those requirements defining specific education and/or certifications.
7. Do you have any other comments on these proposed standards?

Comments:Yes. FAC-003-1 M2.1-This can be interpreted as requiring site specific clearances for every portion of a line.  It should be reworded to allow the TO to provide a general clearance standard with a list of exceptions where system conditions require the TO to deviate from the general requirements. M3, Last paragraph-The educational and certification requirements for front line employees and contractors are onerous.  The front line employees and contractors will be following a plan and specificatons written by qualified people in the industry. While it is beneficial to have the front line people know why things are being done it is more important that they know how.
FAC-007-M1-Reporting mechanisms of the outages seem inconsistent with present reporting.  Suggest that the Transmission owners report to the RCs and the RCs report to the RRC.
FAC 006-R3.1 and R3.2-These do not add any value or give direction and should be deleted.

Definitions-Suggest that the definition of Transmission Owner be changed to "The entitiy in the NERC Reliability Functional Model that owns and is responsible for maintaining transmission facilities."

FAC-007-The request for circuit miles adds no value to the data gathering.  We suggest removing it and revising the table at the end of FAC-007-1 acordingly.

FAC-003-M5 First Sent.-Change to "If vegetation management or other personnel in the field…" 


Note – This form is to comment on the “Proposed Transmission System Vegetation Management Standard”.





The latest version of this document (Transmission System Vegetation Management) is posted on the Standards web site at: � HYPERLINK "ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/standards/sar/Trans_Sys_Veg_Mgt_SAR_V1_052004.doc" �ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/standards/sar/Trans_Sys_Veg_Mgt_SAR_V1_052004.doc�





E-mail this form between January 3, 2005 and February 18, 2005 to: �HYPERLINK "mailto:sarcomm@nerc.com"��sarcomm@nerc.com� with “Comments: Proposed Vegetation Standard Comment Form” in the subject line. 


If you have any questions about this Standards Draft Comment Form, please contact the Director- Standards, Gerry Cauley or the Manager- Standards, Mark Ladrow at 609-452-8060.





Key to Industry Segment #’s:


1 – Trans. Owners


2 – RTO’s, ISO’s, RRC’s


3 – LSE’s


4 – TDU’s


5 - Generators


6 - Brokers, Aggregators, and Marketers


7 - Large Electricity End Users


8 - Small Electricity Users


9 - Federal, State, and Provincial Regulatory or other Govt. Entities
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