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EIA launches pilot survey on energy use at data centers

EIA is launching three voluntary pilot field studies to evaluate energy consumption in data centers,
with web-based pilot surveys in Texas and Washington state as well as in-person interviews in
Northern Virginia and Washington, DC.

EIA identified 196 companies operating data centers across Texas, Washington state, and the
Northern Virginia-DC region. Each company will be asked to report on the energy use of at least one
data center in the targeted region. The questionnaire will cover energy sources, electricity
consumption, site characteristics, server metrics, and cooling systems.

"A tremendous amount of excellent work goes into our retrospective consumption surveys, but they
were conceived decades ago. Going forward, that excellent work will be geared toward faster cycles
and finer detail," EIA Administrator Tristan Abbey said.

Background

Administrator Abbey is prioritizing data collection efforts in our rapidly evolving energy sector. In
February, EIA launched three voluntary pilot field studies to assess the feasibility of collecting data on
graphite, vanadium, and zirconium, all of which are minerals critical to the energy sector. Graphite is
used in batteries and advanced manufacturing; Vanadium is extracted in petroleum refining; and
zirconium is used for nuclear fuel cladding.

EIA is also in early-stage planning for pilot field studies in other areas of the energy economy,
including the nuclear sector.

The product described in this press release was prepared by the U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA), the statistical and analytical agency within the U.S. Department of
Energy. By law, EIA’s data, analysis, and forecasts are independent of approval by any
other officer or employee of the U.S. government. The views in the product and this press
release therefore should not be construed as representing those of the U.S. Department of
Energy or other federal agencies.
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